
Late 1990’s Early 2000’s

Three years of increasing 
detail and support for the 
“DOE Abolishment Act”
H.R. 1649 and S. 896

106th Congress, 1999

A Disturbing Trend Repeating Itself? – Strategic Events Driving Changes in the 
U.S. Nuclear Program into the First and Second Decades of the New Millennium
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9/11
2001

April 30, 2003, 
decision to 

compete LANL

January 30, 2004, 
Sec. of Energy 

announces 
Schedule to 

compete contracts 
of Labs

June 1, 2006 LANL 
Contract change

November 7, 2003 
H.R. 2754

Congressional 
mandate to compete 

Lab Contracts

Nuclear Weapons Complex 
Infrastructure Task Force • CRS, I.G., GAO reports - 2006

• NNSA “Complex 2030” plan & PEIS
• Defense Science Board – NNWA -2006
• AAAS Nuclear Weapons Program Review

LLNL Contract 
Change Sept 30, 

2007

March 1, 2000 – Official 
formation of NNSA

Significant security, environmental, and project 
management issues within DOE result in various 

task force reviews recommending dramatic changes 
to the Nuclear Weapons Complex

NNSA Formation 
and 9/11

RRW/LEP concepts

Continuing security and 
management problems at 

LANL and across 
DOE/NNSA

Amb. Brooks 
Resigns

More LANL Security Problems

LANL RFP

Barack 
Obama

President

A critical period with respect to the future of NNSA, 
DOE and the Nuclear Security Enterprise

Criticism and discontent picks 
up again, August, 2002

Clinton Administration

1990 - GAO  and IG 
identification of DOE 
contract management 
as “High Risk” area –
still rated that way in 

2013
Galvin, PFIAB, 120-day report, 90-day Study, 
Foster Reports, Chiles Report, Wen Ho Lee

NNSA Contract RFI 

Reliable Replacement Warhead Funding Zeroed – JASON Report

April 2009 Acquisition 
Strategy Report

Minot-Barksdale and Taiwan 
Nuclear Incidents

DoD Nuclear Program Reports

Congressional Commission on 
the Strategic Posture of the U.S 
(April 1, 2009)

DoD Quadrennial 
Defense Review 

(2010)

• Global Strike
Command
stand up

• START ends

Robinson 
testimony
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“Honeymoon” period, NNSA restructuring 
and public/Congressional distraction from 

9/11

• Secretary Chu
Confirmed

• Yucca Mtn
abandoned

New Millennium 
2nd Decade

Administration goal of a world without nuclear 
weapons

2010: “The Nuclear Spring”

The “Dominoes falling” - Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons States:
• DPRK
• Iran

“Wildcards”:
• India
• Pakistan
• Israeli response to Iran
• Global Economic Crisis

Modernization of Nuclear Stockpiles 
and delivery systems:
• Russia
• China
• France
• U.K.

Prague 
Speech

Nuclear Posture 
Review (2010)

• New START
Treaty signed

• Nuclear Security
Summit

• NPT Review
Conference

• National Security
Strategy

Continuing Negative 
Reports:
• LANL Safety incidents
• LANL Cyber security
• LLNL NIF Budget
• DNFSB Risk Mgt
• Protective Force Issues
• DoD/DOE Nuke security
• GAO NSE Cost Concerns

Nuclear Weapons De-
emphasized in National 

Security, Nuclear Stockpile 
numbers released

13% increase for NNSA? 

• Y-12/Pantex/SRS Tritium contracts 
combined
• Sandia Contract to be bid in 2013
• National Academies Report on Weapons 
Labs

Osama Bin 
Laden Dead

• EM moved to Under Sec. 
for Nuclear Security

• DOE combined with
Department of
Commerce?

• NNSA stands alone?
• Closure for Labs 
proposed

Option to reduce
stockpile to 300 weapons

Complex 2030                 National Security Enterprise

NPR New 
Triad

ICBMs 

Bombers SLBMs 
Command & Control, 

Intelligence & Planning 

Non-Nuclear & Nuclear Strike Capabilities 

Responsive InfrastructureDefenses 

1st Obama AdministrationBush Administration

Late 2000’s

Significant security, environmental, and 
project management issues within 

DOE/NNSA and external pressures from 
Global War on Terror

1979
• Three Mile Island

1986
• Chernobyl

• Dingell Hearings
1987

K-25 shut down
1988

• SRS Reactors shut down
• DNFSB created

1989
• Rocky Flats Raid

1991
• Tiger Teams




